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The child as the relationship
— from the viewpoint of the role of parent —

Koji Iwakawa

The discovery of the “childhood” by Aries, P. revealed that the child does not exist objectively

but is given its meaning subjectively by the “adult-child” relationship. That is, the “child” has
‘been found by adults as “the other.” The purpose of this paper is to examine the “adult-child”
relationship mainly from the viewpoint of the role of parent, and to investigate the relative
position of the child looked by adults as “the other.” ' ‘

First, I direct my attention to the viewpoint of “cross-culture” of Honda, M., which outlines
the subjective image of the child. Then, I rearrange this subjective image of the child within the
“adult-child” relationship. As an exémple I deal with the parents in particular, and try to settle
the relative positon of the role of parent, employing both the role theory of Dreitzel, H. P. and the
concept of “role-distance” of Goffman, E. As a result, I examine how thé “child” is determined by
such relative positioning of the role of parent. _

It will be useful to consider such relationships between adults and 4c'hildren taking concrete

roles, when we wish to understand the position of the child within the “adult-child” relationship.

Keywords: the “adult-child” relationship, cross-culture, the role of parent, role-distance
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