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Current status of safety management of welfare equipments
in Inba village : Questionnaire invitation in 2006

Kiyoshi Nawai, Kazufumi Minami, Hayato Tanabe, Junichi Kitamura

Abstract

The aim of this study is to clarify trends in safety management when using welfare equipment in 2005.
The subjects are the same as those for the 2001 survey. There are 113 provided care service facilities in Inba
village in Chiba Prefecture as a part of the services of long-term care insurance in the community. The study
was conducted using a postal questionnaire form, of which 11 were completed and returned. Taking into
consideration 15 forms that were not delivered, the response rate was 11%(total of 98 forms), which was
lower than that of the 2001 survey. Within the 11 responses, there were 8 cases of accidents and 3 cases of
“Hiyari-hatto”(unexpected incidents on the brink of becoming accidents). There were many accidents
involving welfare equipment such as wheelchairs for nursing care and portable toilets, with most occurring
during moving patients in and out of the equipment. There were also many cases of accidents indoors when
lifting patients into wheelchairs and toilets. The main cause of such accidents was human based, such as the
lack of care taken by care worker and client. There were also several responses with the comment of “there
are no accidents to report this time”. The results of this survey show that the there were less adverse events
involving welfare equipment in Inba village compared to the survey in 2001. This is thought to be owing to

improvements in welfare policy in Inba village such as safety management and setting up a new committee.
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