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Follow-up study of two-year-old children without word combination
Ritsuko Yamane, Kurumi Kinno

The purpose of this study was to collect data about the language developmental process of
children who didn’t use any word combination at 24 months. After analyzing the screening data of
66 children without word combination at 24 months, half of them didn’t possess a vocabulary of
more than 3 words at 18 months, and 66% of their mothers thought that their children’s language
was delayed at 36 months. Only 48% of these children used pointing gestures at 18 months, but 92%
of these children used them at 24 months. Concerning the general developmental level, 64% of these
children came in normal or border line by 48 months.

From the observation of their developmental processes, two typical developmental groups were
found among these children. One group had no general developmental retardation by 24 months and
the other group overcame their developmental retardation by school age. It is suggested that the
former group members would have difficulty concerning phonological processes, and many of the
latter group would have difficulty not only with language comprehension but also with social
interaction. Futher long term studies are needed to gether more precise data. This data will make

clear the effects of early language delay.

Key Word: late talker, follow-up, screening
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