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Pilot Study of Information Transmission to Adults with Mental Handicaps

— Investigation of the Understanding of Information Concerning Emergencies and Safety —

Ritsuko Yamane
Hiroko Ike

It is required that the information necessary for ordinary city life should be easily understood by persons
with mental handicaps in addition to the non-handicapped. The present public information, however, lacks in
such consideration. In this study, we investigated the degree of understanding of the information concerning
emergencies and safety by adults with mental handicaps and made considerations of how to show the
information in order to improve the understanding by persons with handicaps.

The investigation was performed to adults with mental handicaps who are regarded as capable of
independent living. It was made clear that just the part of the examinees correctly understand these
informations. The results shows that the factor preventing them understanding these informations is the way
of showing these informations, that is, lack of clearness, use of difficult expressions and Chinese characters.
It is therefore required, in the near future, to make improvements in the above-mentioned points and further

investigate how the measures taken contribute to improving the understanding by persons with handicaps.

Key words: adults with mental handicaps, public information, emergencies and safety



