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Analytic Approach to Checklists for Communicative Delay at 18 months
Ritsuko Yamane

A developmental screening test that includes 7 communicative items was administered at the
age of 18 months and ones who showed delay in more than one of the 7 items were singled out.
114 children out of 1006 children did not pass at least one of the 7 communicative items. 40% of
them showed delay in only “expressive vocabulary” and many of the others showed delay in
“pointing using a picture book” or “following easy linguistic instructions.”

The combinations of the items that showed delay were analyzed. The results showed that at
18 months the use of pointing does not always appear before expressive vocabulary is acquired.
From the results, it was suggested that there was individual differences in the process of early

language acquisition.

Key Words: screening test, communicative checklists, language delay, individual differences
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