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The Paris dress-making industry in the second half of the nineteenth century
from the viewpoint of medium and small-scale dressmakers

Tsugunori Hitomi

The purpose of this paper is to examine the role of medium and small-scale dressmakers in the
Paris dress-making industry in the second half of the nineteenth century. Those dressmakers
contributed largely to the dress-rﬁaking industry in some respects.

In the first place, it was in medium and small-scale dressmakers that the mass of about 60000
workers in the industry was engaged.

In the second place, big dress makers adopted the production system, atelier directed by
woman'’s chief, premiére (atelier is typical production system in medium and small-scale ones).

Finally, from the viewpoint of the diffusion of the Paris mode, medium and small-scale

dressmaker played important roles.

Key words: medium and small-scale, dressmaker, Paris Mode, atelier
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