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A Study in the support for the community life of the mentally disabled
—Influences of the Handicapped Person Independence Support Law—

Shinji Matsuura

Abstract

There is growing concern that the community life of mentally disabled persons will not advance
due to the enforcement of the Handicapped Person Independence Support Law. Therefore, we
evaluated the influences of the enforcement of this law by comparing operating expenses among
multiple sheltered workshops in Ibaragi Prefecture. One of the problems of this law is the
introduction of a 10% benefit payment in principle, which increased the burden of users. Indeed, in
sheltered workshops for mentally disabled persons, some disabled persons have lost eagerness to
work due to the user’s burden exceeding the wage income, and decreased the days for the use of the
workshop or abandoned its use. We clarify the problems of the Handicapped Person Independence
Support Law and discuss the comprehensive support system in the community for the independent

life of mentally disabled persons.

Key words: The mentally disabled, The support for the community life , The Handicapped Person

Independence Support Law
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