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Investigation of effectiveness of information and educational guidance
for patients in domestic institutions for transplantation
based on the pre-operative group informed consent

Kaori Yamagata

Summary

Background: There have been only 62 brain-dead donors who had undergone transplant process under the
Organ Transplant Law in Japan for these ten years. Currently, the transplant care in our country has been
at a standstill because of the insufficient supply of transplantable organs. Thus, it is urgently necessary for
our country to resolve these problems at present.

Objective: Verification of the effectiveness of pre-operative group informed consent (GIC).

Method: To accomplish the application of practicable transplant medical conditions for our country in
contrast with the United States, we analyzed social background, medical conditions, the national character
including its religion of two countries using the framework called ‘SWOT’ (strength, weakness,
opportunity, thread ) for medical economics. Based on the results of the analyses, we obtained pre-
operative GIC from patients and their relatives, gave further educational guidance to them, and
investigated the actual conditions of relative medical staffs in the 40 domestic transplant institutions of
kidney, 24 of liver.

Results: Almost patient appreciated GIC. Investigation of the transplant institutions revealed: (1) Care for
donor and their relatives were less sufficient than that for recipients, (2) Doctors took most of roles rather
than coordinators, (3) The difference between kidney and liver transplant became clearer.

Discussion: The reason of high evaluation for GIC might imply importance and effectiveness of close
cooperation among patients.

Conclusion: GIC is very effective and expected to be applied not only for institution of transplant but also that

of artificial dialysis.
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K+ —Zi8H#E (text book for donor)
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