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Huntington’s theory of civilization and the twenty-first century strategy of Japan

Watari Takeuchi, Mitsukazu Miyake

Some predicted that with the end of the Cold War, the world would enter a new hopeful era of a new order,
where there happened neither war, nor would there be any conflict to be unsolved. With this feeling of
optimism they also suggested that one has to look at the world globally, and not from the perspective of the
state. We have indeed entered a new era, but it is not one in which international conflict will disappear. As
Huntington indicates in his sensational book “The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order”,
we encounter the new kind of war, such as “fault line war”, terrorism, Yugoslavia-type conflicts, and the war
caused by the difference in civilization in early twenty-first century.

The purpose of this article is to survey Huntington's viewpoint of the international situation in order to
confirm the realistic factors of international relations, and to ascertain what position Japan occupies in East
Asia. In addition to these two purposes, we'd like to propose what kind of the strategic possibility Japan
could choose in the future.

According to his thesis on civilization, the world in the post-Cold War is made up of nine major civilized
regions. Japan is regarded as one of these regions, because the Japanese greatly succeeded in the economic
and trade field, and have established their unique civilization in the broadest sense from old times. But in
spite of its “core state” Japan has no “peripheral” states, therefore consists of a very instable and fragile
civilization sphere. Most regions can ultimately rely only upon themselves for their security and other
purpose, while only Japan has neither means by which every power can provide for its security, nor can be
expected the compatriots abroad who are devoted to supporting their own homeland at the critical moment.

From this reason, Huntington takes the view that Japan's relationship with China is becoming one of its
most important strategic relations, particularly over the long run. As for the future relationship between
China and Japan, some believe that their potential confrontation could happen, that some conflicts are
possible though not the final confrontation, while others believe that Japan is politically and militarily
associated with China. However, the both need to find many things in common to achieve this goal.

If one nation, in general, enters into an alliance with the other, it is natural to conclude that both of the
nations share similar values, hold similar views of the world, believe in similar kinds of political institutions
and economic systems. Judging from these, the alliance with the USA will continue to be of decisive
significance to Japan, not with China. It follows that in face of the remarkable development of China, this
alliance system must be undeniably made use of as a function of the balance-of-power mechanism, i.e. as part

of a strategy of balancing the increasing power of China in East Asia.



