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The enterprise uions that can’t adapt to the new era of the trend
toward service economy and softening economy

Toru Ishii

This work finds that after the Second World War, the enterprise labor union supporting Japan’s unique
management, has been finishing. The enterprise unions that can’t adapt to the new era of the trend toward
service economy and softening economy the role in an age of the trend toward service economy and softening
economy. The Japanese enterprise union can’t adapt to the trend toward service economy and softening
economy which needs the creativity and the ability of communication. Nonetheless, the enterprise union has
delayed development of the trend toward service economy and softening economy because it tries to
guarantee lifetime employment and seniority-based wage. This delay causes an increasing number of
irregular employment and working poor during this recession. Though it is very essential to reform the wage
system from seniority-based wage to job wage, there is no cut-and dry answer to dismantle the organization
of the enterprise union. It is necessary to reform the wage system in view of the real problem in the enterprise

union.

Key Words: enterprise union, the trend toward service economy and softening economy, seniority-based

wage, irregular employment

21



| ESR

it



