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DTHbH, BREYBRTAA—FIV - =T a7 A MISOHPLKY, FBFENFTOENE
BMESFonsh (led-led-redd & 9123 20K T 2 HFELME, 1FHL 2HFHPRLHER
12, 1ZFBE3FHLRS13, 2FHL3FEHLH23, EaTRAL%AH123, £TELNT0E~—7~
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Remedial Study for College-Level English Learners:
How Should We Select Teaching Materials and What To Do?

Toshiko Sato, Takeshi Nakagawa, Toyomi Yamana

The purpose of this study is to clarify how we structure remedial course of English, targeting college-level
learners. Sato, Nakagawa and Yamana (2007, 2008, 2010) have stated that unsuccessful learners show a lack
of grammatical knowledge, and a negative self- awareness of their achievement. Based on the previous
outcomes, we focus on 3 different types of tests, collect data and make some assumptions by examining their
score variance.

(1) Eiken Placement Test (overall English proficiency)

(2) Aural Perception Test (minimal pairs)

(3) Grammar Test (target sentences of junior-high-school level textbook)

(1) is used as a placement of the first year students, dividing them into upper/lower groups. During the
regular classes, we use (2) and (3) as a part of our curriculum. As for (2), we focus on the phonetic aspect by
introducing aural perception activities. (3) asks the learners to review some basic grammar rules by
reconstructing target sentences of textbook.

The research says (2) works positively for activating their listening comprehension skill, and it is also
effective for lower level learners. (3) is useful for most learners as well, but there are some students who show
higher proficiency/small progress, to be exact. It is effective for teachers to use phonetic resources since the
lower students have less difficulty to get adjusted, but extra researches should be done on how we activate

the upper level learners, in terms of text selection, syllabus design and classroom activities.

[keywords] aural perception, grammar knowledge, placement test, remedial study, syllabus
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