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AafaBEr o CLHECRENME (B FH)

The Problem of self-determination in bioethics

Tomomichi Baba

“Self-determination” plays a important role in the modern bioethics. It is reasonable because the rational
man can choose the moral act by himself. On the other hand, it is true that we often are not sure which act to
take, or that we bear a heavy burden to make decisions. This situation lead us to wonder how far one’s
desicion is moral.

The aim of this article is to review the history and begriff of “Self-decision” and to consider the appropriate
role of it in the modern bioethics. Then I would like to point out the following:

(1) There is a difference of function of “Self-determination” between the original begriff and the one in the

modern Bioethics.

(2) We have to discuss about the relation between the moral principle and moral act to make “Self-

determination” work.

Key Words: bioethics, Self-determination, I. Kant, ]. S. Mill
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