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Students’ Motivation to be a Nurse and
Their Image of Nurses as a Career

— from Inquiry at the Entrance of the First Students of the Nursing Course —
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SUMMARY
Inquiry is made at the entrance, as subjects; the first 42 students of the nursing course in

Tsukuba International Junior College, in order to make clear desired motivation of selecting a

nurse and the nurse’s image to aim at. The result is as follows;

1. The many contents motivated by experience were “in touch with aid of a nurse for their family”
(15), “hoping to help the embarrassed persons with a disease or an injury” (13), “because they
had felt joy of the words and smiling faces of patients, and so have been ehcouraged" and
“thinking of a job worth to work for” (11) ; these were desired motivation from relationship with
patients, and from having been motivated by touching a nurse and professional meaning. The
experience having made the chance to select a nurse was “participation for nursing
experience” 45 (32.9%), which was the most answer, and the nexf were “hospitalization or
attending of their family” 34 (24.8%).

2. The nurse’s iméges to aim at by students are sorted into twelve categories, and the five items

among them account for about 60% in the whole; “the nurse who can understand patients’ pain
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and feelings”, “the nurse who can deal with patients’ uneasiness’, “the nurse who can take care
of patients and their family, and can support them”, “the nurse with knowledge”, and “the nurse
who can be trusted”.

Besides, the twelve categories are divided roughly into three items, being necessary for the
nursing practical talent; “a category about knowledge”, “one about technique”, and “one about
an attitude”. The most answer is “one about technique” 57 (56.2%) and the next are followed by
“one about an attitude”, and “one about knowledge”. |

KEY WORD: newly-established course, nursing student, desired motivation, nurse’ s image
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