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Translation of Russian Literature in Meiji (3)

Yuri Kato

Mori Ogai and Uchida Roan were considered to be the best translators of the foreign literature in Meiji.
The author compared the two, trying to follow the principles in their translation.

Ogai wanted to introduce the latest tendencies of the world literature to Japanese intellectuals and
translated novels and other writings from German newspapers and journals. He didn’t mind whether they
were originally written in German or not.

In early Meiji, translation was considered as one of the best ways to reconstruct and improve Japanese
writing. Ogai experimented various styles in order to find a suitable style for his own novel. The author paid
attention to the resembrance of styles between his translation and his original novel: “Futayo (“Zwei
Nachte”) and”Mai-hime”.

When Roan translated “Crime And Punishment” (Dostoevskij) from English, Futabatei Shimei greatly
helped this translation with his knowledge of Russian language and literature. Roan, appliciating his advice,
rectified shortages in the English text as much as possible.

As a result of this successful translation, people became aware of the superiority of the translation
directly from the original, while Roan no longer could translate Russian literature after the death of

Futabatei.

Key Words: double-translation, “Crime And Punishment”, Uchida Roan, Mori Ogai, translator
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