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Class deployment of community health nursing in this university:
evaluation of the class method of community diagnosis

Mari Nohara, Miyoko Terunuma, Chizuko Wakabayashi, Masako Murayama

Department of Nursing, Faculty of Health Science,
Tsukuba International University

Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to evaluate the class method for community diagnosis,
which emphasizes group work, and to use this method for class improvement. Method: A total
of 58 second-graders from a nursing university analyzed a report describing the "criteria for
carrying out and studying community diagnosis" at the end of a classroom session. Consent
was obtained from all students for their participation in the study and they were informed
that individual identity was concealed by coding and that only content would be analyzed. A
comparison was made with a condition where students studied the report individually.
Results: A list of 197 codes was extracted and divided into ten categories: [student's
readiness], [reading of datal, [local exploration], [interview], [community diagnosis], [healthy
subject], [health care activity], [the motivation to studyl, [group work], and [an

announcement]. Consideration: Each category showed a broad concept, such as "an
understanding of a health care activity” that incorporated "reading of data," "local
exploration," and "interview," and extended to "community diagnosis" and "healthy subject."
These were keywords of the class, but also were technical terms for community diagnosis in
the whole lesson. The concepts were further extended to "motivation for the study of
community health nursing." Conclusion: Professors should consider classes that investigate
medical practice by having all students work as a group, and this leads to an understanding of
community diagnosis that is important for deployment of community health nursing

activities. [Med Health Sci Res TIU 2: 87-106/Accepted 17 February 20111

Keywords: Community health nursing, University of nursing, Class method, Community
diagnosis



