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Original article

Views of life and death, and images towards death
among Nursing students in a university:
comparison of those views and images depends on grade levels

Kyoko Kariya, Niwako Watarai

Department of Nursing, Faculty of Health Science,
Tsukuba International University

Abstract

This study aimed at obtaining suggestions towards teaching courses concerning terminal care
based on examining the changes about death concepts and views of life and death during four
year curriculums among nursing students in a university. Data was gathered by using the
Death Attitude Inventory and a free description form which this study authors established.
As a result, life events which affected the views of life and death for intimate people (36.6%)
followed by family members (29.8%) and pets (19.9%). The vast majority of them (85%)
indicated before enrolment at the university when they thought about death. No significant
difference was shown between grads about items in the Death Attitude Inventory. The largest
number of free descriptions towards death images was fear of death; however, the numbers
differed between grads showing high numbers in grad 1st, 2nd and 3rd grades hence low
numbers in grad 4th grade. It was suggested that encountering patients in their field work
activities helped the 4th grade students understand death and to face more death positively.
It was also suggested that reinforcements of education towards life within views of life and
death be as they were in the process of comprehending life. [Med Health Sci Res TIU 2:
107-116 / Accepted 2 March 2011]
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