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Report

A study on the experience of nursing student’s maternity nursing skills
in the maternity nursing practice

Hisae Nakada, Yuko Ootsuki

Department of Nursing, Faculty of Health Science, Tsukuba International University
Abstract

We conducted a questionnaire with 66 subjects who were fourth grade students who took the maternity
nursing practice in 2013. We analyzed the 82 items about the situation of their nursing technique experience
in the maternal nursing practice. As a result, the items in which more than 60% of the students could
experience were as follows: 1) Gestation period items: “measurement of uterine fundus and abdominal
circumference” and “Leopold palpation method”; 2) Intrapartum period items: “observation of the fetal heart
rate and labor pain” and “observation of placenta”; 3) Puerperal period items: “measurement of uterine
fundus”, “observation of nipples and breasts”, “observation of edema”, and “observation of lochia”. The rate
of the items they experienced during the neonatal period was high. More than 90% of the students
experienced all the items in the “observation of the newborn”. The low rate items that they experienced were
“transport”, “exchange of clothes”, and “assistance for eating” at the intrapartum period.

Regarding the gender differences in what the students experienced, the experience rate of female students
was higher in the items during the intrapartum period and puerperal period whereas the rate of male
students was higher during the neonatal period.

It was indicated that strengthening the technical items which have a high experience rate is needed in the
future. Furthermore, the filling of the knowledge and technique in lectures and practices in the technical
items which are difficult to be experienced in the clinical practice is also needed. (Med Health Sci Res TIU 5:

129-139/Accepted 25 Feb, 2014)
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